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Abstract

The aim of the research is to investigate the problem concerning the low volume of
foreign trade of agricultural commodities and the reduction of exports of Libyan
agricultural commodities compared to the imports and the impact this has on the
agricultural trade balance. This necessitates an attempt to study the reality of Libyan
agricultural trade and knowledge of some efficiency criteria of foreign agricultural trade in
Libya and try to reach some recommendations which can help to increase Libyan foreign
agricultural trade. The study aimed to review the features and development of agricultural
toreign trade in Libya during the period between1991 - 2015. Moreover, the study
investigates some indicators of the efficiency of foreign agricultural trade in Libya. The
research concluded that the value of Libyan agricultural imports has taken a statistically
significant trend of about 152.05 million Dinars with a compound annual growth rate of
11.6%. On the other hand, the value of exports has taken a decreasing trend that is
statistically insignificant and at a compound annual growth rate not statistically significant
at 1%. The balance of Libyan agricultural trade went through a period of shortage from
about 320.611 million Dinars in 1992 to about 3118.43 million Dinars in 2015, The
estimate of the rate of coverage of agricultural imports/exports was characterized by
irregularity and fluctuation between the rise and decline, which reached a minimum of
0.23% in 2012, This may be due to the political and economic conditions that occurred in
Libya after 2011, on the other hand, it reached a maximum of about 4.59% Which
indicates that the contribution of agricultural exports to agricultural imports and the
calculation of economic dependency rates during the period of study showed that it
ranged between the maximum in 2014 by 578.94%, minimum in 1999 by 23.79%. It was
also shown that the economic exposure ranges from a minimum of 24.55% in 1999 to a
maximum of 581.86% in 2014. These figures show that the increase rate of dependency
ratio of agricultural foreign trade to the value of local agricultural produce which indicates
a high degree of economic reliance of Libyan agricultural trade on foreign resources. The
study provides recommendations regarding the improvement of Libyan agricultural
exports through increasing the production of crops that characterize Libya among other
countries. It also suggests monitoring the agricultural exports as well as emphasizing the

importance of agricultural trade exchange among Arab countries.
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