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Digital Freedom of Expression of International Criminal Judges and the Impact of
Online Conduct on the Presumption of Judicial Impartiality: A Study in Light of the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and International Judicial Ethics
Dr. Ahmad Abdulla Widan
Associate Professor of International Criminal Law- Faculty of Law, University of Sirte. libya
Abstract: This research examines the impact of judges’ digital conduct on the standard of
judicial impartiality in light of the rapid expansion of social media and digital communication
technologies. The study aims to analyze the relationship between judges’ freedom of
expression and the requirements of judicial impartiality, with particular reference to the legal
framework governing judicial independence and recusal under the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC).

The research adopts an analytical approach through the examination of international legal
instruments regulating judicial conduct and independence, as well as a comparative approach

by reviewing selected judicial practices from different legal systems concerning judges’ use
of social media.

The study further explores the emerging challenges posed by digital platforms and assesses
whether online interactions by judges may give rise to a reasonable apprehension of bias. It
concludes that while judges retain their fundamental right to freedom of expression, the
exercise of this right in digital environments must be balanced with the obligation to preserve
both the reality and the appearance of judicial impartiality.

The research recommends the development of clearer international guidelines regulating
judges’ digital behavior, particularly within international judicial institutions such as the
International Criminal Court.

Keywords: Judicial Impartiality, Judicial Ethics, Social Media, Digital Conduct of Judges,
International Criminal Court.
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