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Polymorphism in Thyme ( Thymus capitatus) at southern region of El-

Jabal El-Akhdar, Libya

*Ezzudin S. M. Ali ** Hesaien M. Mustafa

Abstract

Thyme (Thymus capitatus) is an endemic wild plant in south parts of Al-Jabal Al-khdar
area, east region of Libya. Given the importance of thyme species as ornamental o
medical plant, the aim of this work was to gather information on flower color
polymorphism of the T. capitatus growing in south parts of Al-Jabal Al-khdar. This study
demonstrates that T. capitatus shows a stable and dramatic flower-color polymorphism.
There are five patterns: white-flowered, dotted white-flowered, purple-flowered, violet-
flowered and mosaic-flowered individuals present in natural populations of thyme.
Results from comprehensive field studies support that the different altitudes give different
frequencies for each color flower pattern, and the high percent was recorded for white
flower plants.

* Faculty of Agriculture, Omar El-Mukhtar University, Libya.
** Faculty of Natural Resources, Omar El-Mukhtar University, Libya
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