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The possibility of achieving self-sufficiency for the present or future wheat crop in Libya

Basma Nouh Ali* Zahra.S.E.Saleh” Salema.A.A.Huria"

Abstract: The wheat crop is one of the most important grain crops and the majority of
developing countries depend on it for their food. Libya is considered one of the wheat
importers, which represents a burden on the trade balance and on agricultural development
plans in Libya. This study dealt with shedding light on the current situation of the wheat crop
in Libya and its relative importance in total grains, in addition to studying the evolution of the
amount of imports and available for consumption, the self-sufficiency rate and the food gap of
wheat during the period (2000-2014). The problem of the study is that the wheat crop is one
of the most important crops in the food pattern of the Libyan consumer. Libya consumes
about 1158.38 million tons annually, and its annual production is about 142.91 thousand tons.
Therefore, Libya needs to import 1015.47 thousand tons to cover the food gap, which burdens
the agricultural trade balance. Therefore, Libya needs to increase the quantities of locally
produced wheat, either by horizontal expansion by increasing the reclaimed areas of land by
adding an area of about 1.31 million hectares as an average to cover the food gap, meaning

*Department of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agricultural, Omar AL Mukhtar University, Libya.
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Libya needs to cultivate an average area of about 1.49 million hectares to achieve self-
sufficiency in wheat. Or it is by increasing production (vertical expansion), as Libya needs to
produce about 1.016 million tons to cover the food gap, and it can be said that Libya needs to
produce about 1.158 million tons of wheat to achieve self-sufficiency. As for a forecast of
Libya's future area and production of wheat for the period (2019-2030), it is expected that
Libya in 2023 will achieve a maximum production estimated at about 200.77 thousand tons
and a cultivated area of about 262.31 thousand hectares. With this production, Libya will not
achieve self-sufficiency unless it takes measures to expand horizontally or vertically to
increase wheat production.

Key words:self-sufficiency, wheat, production, gap, forecast
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