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Italian Schools: A Model of Foreign Education in Libya 1876-1922
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Department of History and Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, Sirte University - Libya
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Abstract: Keywords:

The Italian schools established in Libya from 1876 onwards constituted the first nucleus of modern formal | |talian schools,
education of a foreign character in the country. These schools were established more than 35 years before the | Ottoman period,
official Italian occupation of Libya and initially served the children of the Italian community and merchants Italian  occupation,

residing in Tripoli and Benghazi. Their significance lies in the fact that they laid the structural and
administrative foundations for the educational policies adopted by Italy after 1911, when they were
transformed from community-based schools serving the Italian community into official institutions
administered by the Italian state. These schools also represented the first direct and organized contact between
the European educational system and Libyan society, making their study an important entry point for
understanding the development of colonial education in Libya. Accordingly, this study addresses the
following questions: How did foreign education begin in Libya, and what were its underlying motivations?
How did these schools develop administratively and educationally between 1876 and 1911? Why did
European and Jewish communities attend these schools, while the majority of Arab Libyans showed little
interest in them?. The study aims to trace the origins of these schools in Libya and examine their
administrative and educational development prior to the Italian occupation. It also seeks to demonstrate how
Italy used these schools as instruments of cultural and political penetration in Libya. Accordingly, the study
focuses on Italian schools in Libya from their establishment onwards. The study concludes that Italian schools
in Libya passed through two main stages: establishment and direct supervision. The findings indicate that the
Ottoman state's neglect of education facilitated the spread of these schools and that Italy used them as an
instrument for laying the cultural groundwork for the occupation. The schools also served the Italian
immigrant population through the establishment of Italian-oriented educational institutions in areas where
Italian communities were concentrated.

education, Libya.
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- Bollettino Ufficiale , Ministerial Decree , No 2155 ,
minister delle colonie , 1917.

-Rassegna measile illustrate delle federazione fascista
Tripolitania,Direttore Francesco coro,Anno Il , num
120, Gennaio 1932.

C.A. Nallino, Trattamento deoli Indigeni e loro
Particpazinone all Amminitrazione Coloniale, Att del
Cnnvengno Nazionale per Dopo Guerra delle Colonie
Roma 15-21 Gennaio 1919(Roma, 1920).

- S.Greige : History of Education in Tripolitania
(1948).

- Guida di Tripoli e Dintorni , con 28 illustrazioni e 2
carte Milano , Fratelli Treves , Editori 1925.

- ollettino Ufficiale , Ministerial Decree , No 56 ,15-
1,1914 Article.

Francesca Di Pasquale .

LA SCUOLA PER L’IMPERO POLITICHE
EDUCATIVE PER GLI ARABI DI LIBIA IN
EPOCA FASCISTA  (1922-1940), TESI DI
DOTTORATO, 2003 .
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