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Islam and the West: A Historical Perspective on the Evolution of Religious and
Economic Motivations between the Fifteenth and Nineteenth Centurie

Mahmoud Idris Ali Bek / Faculty of Arts and Sciences / Qasr Al-Akhyar
Al-Merqab University — Libya

Abstract Keywords
This study examines and analyzes the evolving nature of the relationship between the Islamic World,
Islamic world and the West during a critical period spanning from the fifteenth to the .
nineteenth century CE. The research aims to trace the development of the driving forces Economic

behind this relationship—specifically, the transformation from the clear dominance of
religious motivation to the absolute dominance of economic motivation.

The paper argues that the deep legacy of the Crusades (Chapter One) not only established a European
lasting memory of religious conflict but also carried within it the seeds of early economic
motives (through the Italian city-states). The Age of Geographical Discoveries (Chapter
Two) then witnessed a full fusion between the inherited Crusading spirit (the Reconquista)
and the economic objective of breaking the Islamic commercial monopoly—a project legally
justified through “Papal Bulls” and implemented through direct naval power. Capitulations,
The study concludes that the French campaign in Egypt in 1798 marked an ideological
turning point, inaugurating (Chapter Four) the phase of absolute economic domination
driven by the demands of the Industrial Revolution—the need for raw materials and
markets. In this stage, the old religious cover was replaced by a new secular ideological
one—the civilizing mission and Orientalism—and colonial dominance was exercised
through new instruments such as “debt diplomacy” and direct military occupation. These
processes produced deep structural imbalances and a complex legacy of economic and
political dependency whose repercussions remain evident to this day.
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