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Israeli Settlement Policies and their Impact on Controlling Energy Resources in Palestine:
A Study on Gas and Oil Fields

Saed hamed abu adwan
Department of International Relations and Diplomacy
Al-Istiglal University — Palestine
Saed_adwan@pass.ps
Abstract: Keywords:

The research aims to highlight the implications of Israeli settlement policies and their | Israeli settlements,
impact on controlling energy resources in Palestine, especially with regard to natural gas and | Natural resources,
oil discoveries in the West Bank and the Marine field in the Gaza Strip. These policies | Energy as tools of
constitute an extension of a colonial settlement project that goes beyond its demographic and | conflict.
geographic dimensions, reaching a strategic economic dimension that is represented by
plundering the wealth of the Palestinian people and depriving them of it in order to achieve the | Information:
future Palestinian state. Received: 20/11/2025

The study revealed several important conclusions, including: the existence of a strong | Accepted: 28/11/2025
organic relationship between the Israeli settlement project and control over energy resources, Published: 01/03/2026
where settlement is used as a tool to create facts on the ground that prevent any Palestinian
control over these resources. Moreover, the Israeli entity’s control over the Marine field in the
Gaza Strip and other resources puts it in a position of strength in any future negotiations, and
makes the two-state solution conditional on its will alone, unless this equation is broken
through effective legal and international pressure.
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